You Will Need The Following Books:
Vocal Standards – Embraceable You: 12 Standards in Singer’s Keys, V
 olume 113 by Jamey Aebersold
(published by Jamey Aebersold Jazz, Inc.)
How to Play Jazz and Improvise, Volume 1 by Jamey Aebersold (published by Jamey Aebersold Jazz, Inc.)listed on the website under “PLAY ALONG SONGS”

AUDITION PROCESS: This process is exactly the same for All-States and Districts. If you have
a student in 10th grade or higher that is trying out for districts, you should definitely submit it to the
state for the All State as well! I’ll have a link up once it is live. Here is my How To Video to help
you with the audition and submission process for Districts.
PART 1. Sing two (2) different scales in swing eighth notes using the syllables “doo va” or “doo ba” (may

be modified depending on range), ascending and descending one octave (including the 9th o
 n top).
Tempo: Quarter note = 110

Starting pitches - SEE NOTE below for starting pitches*
Soprano low: Middle C
Alto low: G (below middle C)
Tenor low: C (second space bass clef)
Bass low: F (below bass staff)

Soprano high: A (above middle C)
Alto high: D (above middle C)
Tenor high: G (below middle C)
Bass high: C (second space bass clef)

* NOTE: These are the required scales from the All State audition. If students cannot sing these exact ranges
for the District audition, have your student sing two scales that are at least a m3 apart in their widest ranges.

PART 2: Sing Body and Soul, found on pages 1-2 (high version) or pages 23-24 (low version) of Vocal
Standards – Embraceable You: 12 Standards in Singer’s Keys, Volume 113 by Jamey Aebersold

(published by Jamey Aebersold Jazz, Inc.). Sing unaccompanied using the lyrics in BALLAD TEMPO.
Sing one (1) complete chorus. Soprano and Tenor singers should sing the high version. Alto and Bass
singers should sing the low version. Middle singers may sing the high or low version or may sing in a
different key - depending on what best suits your voice.

PART 3: Sing I Could Write A Book, found on page 7 (high version) or page 29 (low version) of Vocal
Standards – Embraceable You: 12 Standards in Singer’s Keys, Volume 113 by Jamey Aebersold

(published by Jamey Aebersold Jazz, Inc.). Sing two (2) choruses along with the accompaniment track
provided with the Vocal Standards book. The first chorus should be sung with the written pitches of the
melody and the lyrics. The second chorus should be sung by improvising on the melody using the lyrics.
Choose either the High Voice or Low Voice part to best suit your voice part and range. Accompaniment
tracks High Voice – CD #1, Track 13 (faster tempo) Low Voice – CD #2, Track 13 (faster tempo)

PART 4: Scat sing two (2) improvised choruses along with the accompaniment track provided in How to
Play Jazz and Improvise, Volume 1 by Jamey Aebersold (published by Jamey Aebersold Jazz, Inc.).
Accompaniment: Track 8 – Blues in Key of F Concert /Slower Tempos (may be used from
accompaniment CD or purchased from iTunes or other digital music retailer).

SUBMITTING YOUR STUDENT WORK - DUE BY January 15th (District chorus day)
Please submit your student recordings to THIS

DROPBOX for the District 8 audition.

Vocal Jazz Auditions FAQs
Q: What is a chorus?
A: A chorus is one time through the tune. Most standards are 32 bars long with an
AABA form.
Q: What does “improvising on the melody using the lyrics” mean?
A: It means that we want you to sing the lyrics but you should take liberties with the
melody including singing different pitches and/or rhythms than are written on the page.
Q: What is scat singing?
A: Scat singing is vocal improvisation. The singer makes up the melody (pitches and rhythms)
as they go along. So-called “nonsense syllables” are used by the singer instead of actual lyrics.
Q: What are “nonsense syllables”?
A: Instead of a scat singer trying to make up lyrics on the spot, they use syllables such as
doo, dot, dah, va, ba, etc. to imitate the sound of a wind instrument.

